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From the Co-PrincipalsΧ 

The Mission Statement of our school begins thus: 
The Launceston Preparatory School exists to provide children with the guidance and 
the environment through which they can grow into capable, caring and concerned 
citizens with an enduring love of learning.  
 

Underpinning this statement is the goal to help young people become independent ς in their 
learning, in their thinking and in their behaviour. In order to achieve this, we have to help young 
people move from doing something because they will get a reward for it (or not do it for fear of 
punishment), towards being able to think and behave according an intrinsic understanding of what is 
right and best.  
 

Through our behaviour management, pastoral care, resilience sessions and Socratic Seminars, we 
work progressively towards devolving responsibility onto students and equipping them with the 
skills to accept that responsibility. It is very tempting as educators (and as parents) to use extrinsic 
rewards to encourage positive behaviours and these certainly have their place. Everyone at The LPS 
knows the value of a sticker or a golden certificate! However, our aim is always to move towards 
more intrinsic motivations.  
 

A recent blog by Dr Helen Street, an applied social psychologist and founder of the Positive Schools 
initiative, explains why we should all have this goal as we foster the development of young people: 
 

The use of extrinsic rewards can indeed garner a certain level of compliance. But at what cost? Their 
ǳǎŜ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦ-determined and make good choices, 
when no-one is watching, or the situation demands creativity and flexibility. 
 

Human beings need autonomy and agency so that they can be engaged in life, motivated and act 
with self-determination. 
 

Human beings need to become people with a sense of belonging in their communities, accepted and 
appreciated for who they are and what they can offer, not simply how they react. 
 

Human beings need to feel competent, not in terms of others approval but in terms of their own 
progress and ability to live according to their own values. 
 

We appreciate the support and partnership of all our families as we work towards giving our students 
ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ άcapable, caring and concerned 
ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ ǿƘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ DǊŀŘŜ сΦ  
 

In ά¢ǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎέ, 
Leonie McNair and Harriet Thyne,  
Co-Principals 



Winners! 
 
Lƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
written for the Storyathon competition ς an event challenging students 
across Australia and New Zealand to write stories of exactly 100 words on 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ¢ǿƛǎǘέΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
tens of thousands of entries, ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǾƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
top 10! LȊȊȅ {ŎƻǘǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘŜƴ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
aƛƭƭƛŜ !ŘŀƳǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅ ²hb ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǘƘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΗ Here are the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ Χ  
 

The Beauty Salon 

Ding. The automatic door bell sounded. The room was pink and smelt strongly 
of vanilla. Heart-shaped fairy lights covered almost every wall. There were 
workers wearing fuchsia, glittery aprons with the words 'Bubblegum Beauty 
Salon'. Next to the mirrors there were small side tables holding eyeshadow 
brushes, cherry lipstick and roses. A woman with a high, sleek ponytail was 
sitting by the desk. She was loudly chewing her watermelon gum and 
aggressively typing on her laptop. She stopped typing and looked at the door. 
"Hello?" she sighed tiredly. 

"I have a booking under the name Voldemort," the man answered ominously. 
Millie Adams 

 

The Chosen One 

A single tear rolled down her cheek. A single crack split her heart. A single 
word tore her apart. She hadn't wanted to be the chosen one. Hermione 
Granger, dragon slayer, potions master, horcrux finder. Yet she still couldn't 
save Ron and Harry. Times had changed and times would change. Life felt 
colourless. Nobody smiled, nobody had any reason to smile. He Who Cannot 
Be Named had killed many loved ones. Graveyards had filled up since his 
merciless rise to power. Hermione hung her head over her diary. Her entries 
ended here. The last words she heard were moments later... 

Izzy Scott 

 
 
 



Flying Machines:  The Eye in the Sky! 

Over the last few weeks, the students have been busy learning to use the drones for aerial 

photography and video capture. We photographed each other at work, flew ŀ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ-

ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ course which involved landing at markers along the way and most recently, 

ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ aǊ .ŀǊƴŜǎΩ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀin bike group learning to jump. Here are a few 

pictures from their activitiesΧ  

Mr Michael Burgess 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



BUKSHAH CHAIN  

Courage is about doing what you believe needs to be done 

Throughout Term 4, the Group 2/3children 
will have the opportunity to earn beads to 
string on their Ψ.ǳƪǎƘŀƘΩ /Ƙŀƛƴ.  
 
This wonderful group of children earned a 
bead for their chains this week. 
 
The teachers are looking out for the children 
who are showing boldness, unity, kindness, 
self-responsibility, helpfulness, application 
and hard work. 
 
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎΦ 

 
Mr Cox, Mrs Freeland and Mrs Thyne 

 
Out and About for the Group 2/3s 

   
The Group 2/3s have had a wonderful week of learning, with two excursions in the same 
week! 
 
On Monday, we went to the Earl Arts Centre to watch a performance 
of A Christmas Carol, presented by the Launceston Youth Theatre 
Ensemble.  It was a wonderful interpretation of this classic Christmas 
tale that featured primary-aged actors, using a great mix of traditional 
and modern music.  The children thoroughly enjoyed this local 
performance.  With our own school production just around the corner, 
it was also a good opportunity to discuss performance techniques, 
stage settings and costuming.   
 
  



On Tuesday, we visited the Town Hall and the Launceston Library.  We were fortunate to be 
shown around the Town Hall by Elizabeth Clark (Civic Affairs Co-ordinator), who had a 
wealth of information and stories to share.  Danny Gibson, our Deputy Mayor and friend of 
The Launceston Preparatory School, also dropped in to help explain the role and function of 
the Launceston City Council.  This was a wonderful way to follow up our Civics and 
Citizenship unit of work in HASS.   
 

The children enjoyed their visit to the 
Launceston Library, where they had the 
opportunity to learn about the different 
services the State Library provides.  They also 
thoroughly enjoyed listening to the teachers 
read to them and the chance to select and read 
some books of their own choosing.    

 

We were extremely proud of our children.  They were engaged, asked great questions and 
shared their knowledge.  Elizabeth and Danny said they were blown away by their depth of 
knowledge and understanding and the insightful comments and questions that were being 
asked.   
 

Thank you to Mrs Woolridge, who gave up her time to come and help us with this excursion. 
 

 Mrs Freeland, Mr Cox and Mrs Thyne 
 

Early Learning 
The Early learners enjoy a mixture of both teacher directed activities and uninterrupted 
time and space to discover in our amazing school yard. They can test their limits as they 
develop strength, balance, and self-confidence.    Alice Batten 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Group Ones 

are making great 

progress as 

authors this term. 

Their story writing 

is full of creativity. 

They are learning 

how to punctuate 

their work and 

check for any 

necessary changes. 

Here Max 

Blackford, George 

Archer and 

Charlotte Lim 

shared with pride 

their latest stories 

written about 

being a Pirate on 

the Seven Seas! 

Rebecca Howard 



 άhǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Χέ 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Friday 26th November Early Learning Orientation 8.30-9.30am (EL 2022) 

Monday 29th November                       P/1 excursion to Princess Theatre to see production 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨhƴŎŜ ¦Ǉƻƴ ! ǘƛƳŜΩ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YƛƳ wƻŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

Dance at 11am. 

Monday 29th November Early Learning Orientation 8.30-9.30am (EL 2022) 

 

Tuesday 30th November Orientation Morning (Whole School) 
 

Wednesday 1st December Meet and Greet the Prep Teachers on the Kinder Deck 

@ 2.45 pm - an invitation for all 2022 Prep parents 

Wednesday 8th December Ψ! ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ DƻƭŘΩ LPS Production 1.45pm  

Thursday 9th December Ψ! ¢ƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ DƻƭŘΩ LPS Production 9.30am and 1.45pm 

Friday 10th December  School Picnic (More information later in the term) 

Wednesday 15th December  End of Term 4 

 

 

 
Calling for donations for the  
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ Club Christmas Raffle 

The LPS Parents' Club is holding the traditional Christmas raffle 
again this year . Tickets will soon be sent home; extras will available 
from the school office.   

$2 per tickets or 3 for $5.00 (12 tickets per book)  

The LPS Parents' Clu b would appreciate any prize donations for the raffle.  

Edible items, festive accessories, toys, gifts etc. will  all be gratefully received 

so that we can make up some lovely Christmas prize hampers.  Donations can 

be dr opped off at the school office by 3 rd December.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƭǳō tƛŎƴƛŎ ƻƴ 

the Croquet Lawn 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME  
for a fun evening of socialising and celebrating the 

end of another great year at The LPS 
 

Friday 10th December from 5.30 ς 7.30pm 
 

Bring a blanket, a bottle of wine and a platter and join other school families for a relaxed 
evening before Christmas 

AND 
¢ƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀ ..v ŘƛƴƴŜǊ όǎŀǳǎŀƎŜǎΣ ƘŀƳōǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƎƎƛŜ ōǳǊƎŜǊǎύ 

that are available for purchase on the night. 
 

Remember to bring along some cash so you can 
purchase all sorts of goodies from the Group 3-6 

studentsΩ stalls. 
 

The Christmas Raffle will also be drawn at the picnic 
 

Normal school rules apply ς no climbing trees, no throwing objects, no chasing around the 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻȅǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ tƛŎƴƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
opportunity to share a picnic tea with your family and school friends. 

 

                      TƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƭǳō 

 


