
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 2nd March 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ /ƘŀƛǊ Χ 

On 22nd March, The Launceston Preparatory School Association will hold its Annual General 

Meeting. This is when the Board and Co-Principals report to members on the progress and 

development of the school during the preceding calendar year.  The meeting generally lasts 

around one hour. 

All parents and friends of the school are welcome to attend this meeting and we would love 

to see you there. You can attend as an observer but you are also invited to apply for 

membership of the Association that administers The Launceston Preparatory School under 

standard rules and articles of association.  Membership of the Association currently costs 

$5.00 per annum and is open to all friends of the school comprising current and former 

parents, educators and supporters from the local community. 

At each AGM, the Association elects a Board (President, two Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, 

Secretary and four other members) which provides governance and administration in 

accordance with the Constitution.  In conjunction with the Co-Principals, the Board has 

oversight of all issues relating to risk management, compliance with legal obligations, 

financial accountability and policy development. (The Co-Principals have responsibility for 

managing educational issues, students, staff and parent involvement.  The educational 

progress and direction of the school is primarily the Co-tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ ŘƻƳŀƛƴΦύ  

The Annual General Meeting of The Launceston Preparatory School Association will be held 

downstairs in the Multi-Purpose Hall on Wednesday, 22nd March from 7.30pm. We hope to 

see you there! 

 

In ά¢ǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎέ 

Craig Stenton 

Board Chair 

 

 



 Socratic Seminar ς Prep and Group 1 

This week in Philosophy we discussed how to cope with, άCŜŜƭƛƴƎ [ŜŦǘ hǳǘέΦ The children 
discussed: 

· times they may have felt this way and why 
· how this can affect us 
· when it is important to speak up and tell friends how you feel. 

This discussion was supported by the story No Place Like Home, followed some role-plays to 
practise expressing how we feel. 

Rebecca Howard 

 

 Socratic Seminar ς Groups 4, 5 and 6  
 
This week we related our Socratic seminar to the novel students are reading in English, 
Grimsdon by Deborah Abela.  
 
Grimsdon is in ruins. Three years ago a massive wave broke its barriers and the sea flooded 
this grand city. Most were saved, others were lost and some were left behind. Isabella 
Charm and her best friend Griffin live with three other children in the top of an opulent 
mansion. 
ω What would it take to rebuild a city? 
ω What things would be hard to leave behind? 
ω If you could change things when rebuilding a city, what would you change? 
ω What considerations should be made when rebuilding or building something 

significant such as an entire city? 
 

Alex Payne J 

 

Positive Progress in Group 2/3 

We are so proud of our Group 2/3s.  There has been so much growth and development in a 

relatively short space of time. The children are listening attentively to instructions, 

challenging themselves in the classroom and making some mature choices in the yard. 

Some highlights and interesting achievements over the last week include: 

¶ Our Weekly challenges ς Children have really enjoyed choosing a personal challenge 

ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎƘƻŜǎΣ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ 

doors open for people, making their own beds each morning, remembering to bring 

their library bags each day, and helping to make their own lunches.   



¶ Swimming ς It was wonderful to see every child participating in the carnival.  We 

were impressed with their cheering, willingness to have a go at multiple events, and 

to hear the lovely comments and encouragement they gave to their peers.   It was a 

great day. 

¶ Parent Buddy reading has been a hit!  We have had so many parents and 

ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ if they come 

once or every week; we know that it requires effort and we appreciate you choosing 

to spend your precious time with us.   

¶ NAPLAN is approaching and the Grade 3s have practised in English and Maths the 

types of questions that will be asked.  They have also had the opportunity to work in 

Digital Technologies with Mr Barnes to ensure they know how to use the computers, 

access the website and navigate the questions using the tools available.  We try to 

walk the fine line of ensuring the children are comfortable with the format, without 

simply practising for the test.  The regular work we do in the classroom is sufficient 

to ensure they have the knowledge and skills to participate.    

Thank you to the parents who do so much to support their children at home.  We love 

working with your children.  They are showing great progress.   

 Mrs Freeland and Mrs Thyne 

2023 Swimming Carnival & NIJSSA Team Announcement 

What an awesome day we had at our annual LPS Swimming Carnival last Thursday! The 

participation and determination by all students was outstanding and something they should 

be verȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΦ aǊ .ŀǊƴŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ ΨŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƛŘŜΩ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ .ŀǎǎ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƪƴƻŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

Esk off their perch. This turned out to be a telling comment with Bass being the convincing 

winners on the day.   

A special mention must go to the Bass house captain Issy Lim. She was a star in the pool in 

every event and was the inaugural winner of the 33m All-Star race. The All-Star Race 

consisted of students across all grades, both boys and girls with the fastest 7 times in the 

33m freestyle races.   

Results 

1st Place - Bass 

2nd Place ς Esk 

3rd Place ς Ossa 



NIJSSA Team 

Due to some outstanding performances, the following students have been selected to be in 

the 2023 NIJSSA LPS Swimming Team for the carnival which will be held on Thursday 9th 

March at the Riverside Swimming Pool. A letter with a permission form will be sent out on 

Friday and will be required back by Tuesday 7th March.   

Congratulations to the following students 

Issy Lim (Captain) Huon Armstrong Jack Gray Tillie Barnes 

Sophie Lawson Austin Harper Robert Mackinnon Arkie Ivory 

Poppy Taylor Ethan Price Luke Selby Chloe Adams 

Millie Adams Miles Chandler Henry Holloway  

Anna Mountney    Archie Byrne 

Belle Batten George Archer Madison Baker Max Mackinnon 

Olive Howard Xavier Perry Charlotte Lim Samuel Rhodes 

Poppy Steen Hedley Archer Kathryn Reardon Max Lundie 

Esther Lundie Oliver Woolley Niamh Landers  

Mr Alex Payne J  

Early Learning 

We have been building up our own character profiles by learning from picture books and 

discussing our own interests. The children enjoyed making life sized pictures of themselves. 

They were excited to be traced and they had fun decorating and chatting about their work 

and their interests. 



Senior Maths 

At the beginning of each Maths lesson, children spend time practising and learning multiplication 

facts using a program called Rocket Math. Each child works at their own level until they have 

mastered the facts in that set. Their practice includes them saying the problem and answering aloud 

with a partner (ŜΦƎΦ άǘǿƻ ŦƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƛƎƘǘέ). After this, they complete a one-minute timed test. If they 

reach their goal or exceed it, they pass their level. Each level introduces two new facts and their 

reverses e.g. 2 x 3, 3 x 2, 2 x 4 and 4 x 2. If they pass, they move onto the next level. If they do not 

pass on that day, they take their sheet home to practise.  

You can help at home by practising with your child for five minutes. Listen to them read aloud the 

problems and answers on their sheet, working around the outside of the page. If they hesitate or 

answer incorrectly, give them the correct answer, ask them to repeat it three times and then have 

them back up three problems. Your child will be able to explain this process to you. 

Learning all the facts is a lot of work, but future success in Maths relies upon automatic recall of 

them. In a world of calculators, being able to compute maths facts mentally enables us to know if 

the calculator is correct. 

It has been wonderful to see the positivity of students in this. They get excited when they pass their 

level or when they improve from the previous day!  

Mel Andrews 

Tasmania Reads 

Between 5 ς 11 March, libraries, schools, business and communities across the state will be 

celebrating Tasmania Reads week and you can too. Join in with the events planned by 

Libraries Tasmania (https://libraries.tas.gov.au/tasmania-reads/tasmania-reads/) or simply curl 

up with a good book and enjoy some quiet reading time. 

Our school will be celebrating the Australian Reading Hour next Wednesday afternoon, 

when students in their house groups will listen to stories read by staff members, hear book 

promotions by the Leavers, and enjoy buddy-reading the big books we have in our school. 

https://libraries.tas.gov.au/tasmania-reads/tasmania-reads/


The other thing you might like to do is take a book from or donate a book to our revamped 

άStreet Libraryέ! Located on the western wall of the Multi-purpose hall (not on the street), 

we have a variety of picture books and novels which students can take to read. They do not 

have to be returned! If ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿŀƴǘ 

at home, you can place these in the street library for others to enjoy.  

[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ 

Before School in Prep/One 

Each morning before school from 8.15-8.45 a.m., we use this valuable time to build 
connections while reinforcing our skills. Our rooms are always a hive of activity and it is such 
a delight to witness friendships being made and confidence being built.  Already, the Preps 
and Ones are supporting one another in this daily routine of intentional learning through 
games and fun.  

Our Prep/One groups are building up to be a very strong set of bright and happy learners in 
2023! 

Rebecca Howard 

 

 

 

 



 

Tennis 

¢ƘŜ [t{ ΨSmashateersΩ tennis team played Scotch at Tennis World 

We didƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΤ we just had a hit for fun and got used to the 

schedule. The weather was great and everyone had a lot of fun. The Icy poles at the end 

were delicious.       - Hamish and Martin 

Cricket  

The LPS DƛǊƭǎΩ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ ¢ŜŀƳ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ {ŎƻǘŎƘ ŀǘ .ǊƻŀŘƭŀƴŘ tŀǊƪ 

It was a very good dame, we won 24-13. Congratulations to 

Matilda and Pixie who scored the most runs. We could 

improve on our fielding team. We were very good at cheering 

on our teammates.      - Tilly Barnes 

 

The LPS BoyΩs Cricket Team played Launceston Christian School at Broadland Park 

Henry Hannay and I had the best partnership of 20 runs and Archie got a maiden over. There 

was a lot we could improve on like our bowling. The final score was 71 to 140 in LCSΩ favour. 

    - Sam Barnes 

Speedball 

The LPS speedball Team played Newstead Christian School at Scotch Park. 

It was a great game because our team had great sportsmanship and resilience and overall, 

for our first game, we had great teamwork! We do have to do work on defending people so 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭΦ ¢he scores were 3-13 in our favour. - Ada Green 

 

Other information 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Thursday 9th March  NIJSSA Swimming Carnival (helpers needed)  

Monday 13th March PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wednesday 22nd March The LPS Association AGM ς 7.30pm in the MPH 

 

Thursday 6th April End of Term 1 

 



 


