
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 16th February 

From the Teaching StaffΧ  

Technology and Teaching 

There is curreƴǘƭȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ōǳȊȊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ άǘŜŎƘέ in teaching. With every new product release 
spruiking world-changing features, it becomŜǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƻŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ άǘŜŎƘ ƛƴ 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎέ actually means. Luckily, there is a wealth of peer-reviewed literature published 
that gives us not only the latest advances and their advantages, but we may also learn from 
past approaches and potentially past mistakes. A 2017 article by Benjamin Herold lists some 
of the goals of technologically-aligned teaching as: 

¶ allowing teachers and software to deliver more personalised content and lessons to 
students, while allowing students to learn at their own pace and ability level; 

¶ helping students to become technologically skilled and literate and thus better 
prepared for modern workplaces; 

¶ empowering students to do more complex and creative work by allowing them to 
use digital and online applications and tools; 

¶ improving the administration and management of schools and classrooms by making 
it easier to gather information on what students know and have done. 

This is a short and incisive ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ 
tech in teaching. In our classrooms at The Launceston Preparatory School, we are 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ aǎ 
²ƛǎŜΩǎ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǎŜ ƛtŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻōƻǘƛŎǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳŜracy skills, 
as well as problem-solving and social skills. From Prep to Year 6, our students are provided 
with many opportunities to master everyday skills such as typing, photography, navigating, 
researching, and creating music, books and artworks. They have access to a range of 
different digital devices, including iPads, computers with Windows and MacOS operating 
systems, robots and LEGO sets. Digital technology is not just used during the set lesson time; 
we often reach for technology in non-technological subjects such as Music and Maths. 

We are aware that technology is not always the best option for certain lessons and can 
often lead to ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀŘŜŘ άƭƻŀŘƛƴƎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴέ wait time. These are all 
common pitfalls and our teachers work hard to ensure any issues are eliminated before the 
students undertake the lesson. We are curious and cautious, and each lesson that involves 
digital technology is carefully planned to give our students the best chance of gaining 
valuable skills and knowledge. We are always looking for ways that technology can help 



rather than hinder learning and are optimistic about the new and exciting ways it may 
enhance all of our lives at school. 

In ά¢ǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎέ, 
Billy Green, Classroom teacher 
 

 Socratic Seminar ð Groups 2 and 3  
Is your classroom/school fair? 
Fergus attends a school called The School Ship Betty-Jeanne.  Many of the practices seem 
very unfair towards the children. 
This week we listened to a Short and Curly PODCAST called Is Your Classroom Fair? 
We discussed: 
ω Is it fair that some students get mƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴκǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
classroom? When and why does this happen? 
ω Is equitable the same as fair? Explain 
ω When punishments and rewards are given out in the classroom, is it fair? Give 
examples. 
ω Can you think of ways to make your classroom/school a fairer place? 
ω How would you run your classroom/school? 
 

  Socratic Seminar ς Prep and Group: Friends 
Who can we be friends with? 
How do you choose friend? 
Why do you think sometimes we worry about who we are friends with? 
What should we do if this happens? 
We read the picture book, Arnold and His Horse ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎέΦ 

       Rebecca Howard 

Inter -Home Group Challenge 

aǊǎ aŎbŀƛǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ aǊǎ 

¢ƘȅƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ to a Keva plank tower 

challenge. The home groups have all term to 

build the tallest tower out of Keva planks and 

then present a photo of their tower (with the 

height written on it) as evidence. 

The Group 2/3 children love a challenge and 

each morning there is always a tower or two 

teetering on the carpet ready to be 

photographed before it falls over. It is such a fun team-building exercise and we look 

forward to finding out just how high a Keva plank tower can get! 

Mrs Thyne  



Prep/One Maths 

 

The Prep/Ones have been working on making maths people. We had to fill in six different 

boxes of maths information about ourselves. There was lots of colouring, cutting, writing 

numbers, drawing and sticking in this job; they look fantastic hanging in my classroom. 

Please feel free to pop into my room and look at your childǊŜƴΩǎ ŎƭŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ 

 

Miss Nicole England 

 

¢ƘŜ [ŜŀǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ [ŜŀǾŜǊǎέΗ 

There was great excitement this week as the Leavers finally received their long-awaited 

special [ŜŀǾŜǊǎΩ ǘƻǇǎΗ ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ ǎƻ ǎƳŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴƻǿ 

really feel like Leavers! We think they look fabulous! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Out and About with Group 2/3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Group 2/3s recently visited the Launceston Town Hall.  Elizabeth Clark showed us 

around.  We were shown the coat of arms, the council chambers and got to see 

photographs of all the previous mayors.  Some highlights recalled by the children include: 

¶ Mayor Danny Gibson came to visit us whilst in the council chambers. 

¶ The current councillors are quite passionate and love to debate things. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ ŎƘŀƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊƴ on special occasions. 

¶ A special medallion gets added every time a new mayor is elected and they are all 

linked up to form the mayorΩs chains.    

¶ LƴŘƛŀ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ όYŜƴƴŜǘƘ CƛƴƴŜȅύ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ council 

boards 

¶ Kathryn got to be the mayor! 

¶ There have not been very many female mayors. 

¶ In the 1800s the pillars at the Town Hall were too 

ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΩ ōƛƎ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ to fit 

through! 

¶ Soon the council will live-stream video footage of 

their meetings, not just audio. 

¶ When someone from the council media is about to 

retire from that job, they write their name in the 

drawer of one of the media desks.  

This was a wonderful excursion.  We are fortunate to have such an accessible mayor, who is 

willing to give up his time to talk to our students.   

We were extremely proud of our children, who listened well, asked great questions, and 

showed that they were genuinely interested and wanted to learn.  Mayor Gibson and 

Elizabeth both commented on what an engaged and well-behaved group they were.        

Well done! 



After this excursion we went to the Aquatic Centre 

where we had our recess and a play, followed by our 

first swimming lesson.  It was perfect weather to 

swim outdoors.  Mr Payne and Mrs Buck took the 

lessons while Mrs Freeland and Mrs Thyne worked 

with the children who were not swimming.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the conclusion of such a busy day, it was lovely to finish off with our parent/grandparent 

Buddy Readers.  We had another group of willing readers join us this week.  We just love it 

when our families join us at school.  Thank you! 

	·  Mrs Freeland, Mrs Thyne and Mr Payne 

 

 

 

 

 


