The Launceston Preparatory School

Truth and Happiness

Thursdayl6™ February
From theTeaching StaiX
Technology andeaching
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spruiking worldchanging features, it becofhda KIF NR (2 RSO2RS gKI
G S O radtuall éneans. Luckily, there is a wealth of pesriewed literature published

that gives us not only the latest advances and their advantages, but we may also learn from
past approaches and potentially past mistakes. A 2017 article by Benkdanold lists some

of the goals otechnologicallyaligned teaching as:

¢ allowing teachers and stfare to deliver more personaksl content and lessons to
students, while allowing students to learn at their own pace and ability jevel

1 helping students tobecome technologically skilled and literate and thus better
prepared for modern workplaces

1 empowering students to do more complex and creative work by allowing them to
use digital and online applications and tgols

T improving the administration and manageent of schools and classrooms by making
it easier to gather information on what students know and have done
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tech in teaching. In our classrooms at The ricaston Preparatory School, we are
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as well as problersolving and sociaksls. From Prep to Year 6, our students are provided

with many opportunities to master eveday skills such as typing, phgraphy navigating,

researting, and creating music, bookmsd artworks. They have access to a range of
different digital devices, ingtling iPads, computers with Windows aMhcOS operating

systems, robotand LEGO sets. Digital technology is notygsid during the set lesson time

we often reach for technologin nortechnological subjects such as Music anaths.

We are awee that technology is not always the best option for certain lessons and can
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common pitfallsand our teachers work hard to ensure any issues are eliminated before the
students undertake the lesso We are curious and cautiousnd each lesson that involves

digital technology is carefully planned to give our students the best chance of gaining
valuable skills and knowledge. We are always looking for ways that technologyelfan



rather than hinder learning and are optimistic about the new and exciting ways it may
enhance all of our lives at school.
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Billy GreenClassroom teacher

@ Socratic Seminar 8 Groups 2 and 3

Is your classroom/school fair?

Fergus attends a school called The School Ship-Bettgne. Many of the practices seem
very unfair towards the children.

This week we listened to a Short and Curly PODCAST called Is Your Classroom Fair?
We discussed:

W Is it fair that some students get anNBE 2 F GKS GSFOKSNNa I ¢
classroom? When and why does this happen?

w Is equitable the same as fair? Explain

w When punishments and rewards are given out in the classroom, is it fair? Give
examples.

W Can you think of ways to make yoursdeoom/school a fairer place?

w How would you run your classroom/school?

?

Socatic Seminarg Prep and GroupEriends

Who can we be friends with?

How do you choose friend?

Why do you think sometimes we worry about who we are friends with?

What shouldwe do if this happens?

We read the picture bookArnold and His Horse Yy R YIRS fAGGES YZOAS |
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Rebecca Howard

Inter-Home Group Challenge
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then present a photo of their tower (with th 0 L B E "‘“
height written on it) as evidence. ) 5 S =

each morning there is always awer or two
teetering on the carpet ready to be

photographed before it falls over. It is such a fun tebuiding exercise and we look
forward to finding out just how high a Keva plank tower can get!

Mrs Thyne
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Prep/One Maths

The Prep/Ons have been working on makingaths people. We had to fill isix different

boxes of maths information about ourselves. There was lots of colouring, cuttiitig
numbers, drawingand sticking in this job; they look fantastic hanging in my classroom.
Please feel free to pop into my room and look at your Rl y Q& Of SHSNJ 62 N @

Miss Nicolé€ngland
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There was great excitement this week as the Leavers finally received thetaaited
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really feel like Leaver$Ve think they look fabulous!
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Out and About with Grou®/3

The Group2/3s recently visited the Launceston Town Hall. Elizabeth Glaoked us
around. We were shown the coat of arms, the council chambers and got to see
photographs of all the previous mayors. Some highlights recalled by the children include:
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Mayor Danny Gibson came to visit us whilst in the council chambers

The currentcouncillors are quite passionate and love to debate things

¢CKS YI@2NNa OKonkpédal oechsbnsz yt & &2 Ny

A special medallion gets added every time a new mayor is elected ancatbel
linked up to form the mayd@ chains.
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Kathryn got to be the mayor!

There have not been very many female mayors
In the 1800s the pillars at the Town Hall were t@8"
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Soon the council will livetream video footage of
their meetings, not just audio. :
When someone from the council media is about
retire from that job, they write their name in the
drawer of one of the media desks.

This was a wonderful exczion. We are fortunate to have such an accessible mayor, who is
willing to give up his time to talk to our students.

We were extremely proud of our children, who listened well, asked great questions, and
showed that they were genuinely interested andanted to learn. Mayor Gibson and
Elizabeth both commented on what an engaged and -elaved group they were.
Well donel!



After this excursion we went to the Aquatic Centre
where we had our recess and a play, followed by our
first swimming lesson. It was perfect weather to
swim outdoors. Mr Payne and Mrs Buck koibhe
lessons while Mrs Freeland and Mrs Thyne worked
with the children who were not swimming.
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At the conclusion osuch a busy day, it was lovely to finish off with parent/grandparent
Buddy Reaers. We had another group of willing readers join us this week. We just love it
when our families join siat school. Thank you!

Mrs Freeland, Mrs Thyne and Mr Payne




