The Launceston Preparatory School

Truth and Happiness

Thursdayd™ August

From theTeaching StaiX

Learningscience in primary school in Australia offers numerous benefits to young learners.
It fosters curiosity and a deeper understanding of the natural world, encouraging a lifelong
love for learning. Early exposure to scientific concepts nurtures criticakittynand
problem-solving skills, which are vital in various aspects of life. Furthermore, science
education complements literacy and numeracy development, enhancing overall academic
proficiency. It instils environmental awareness, empowering students taoine
responsible global citizens. Ultimately, introducing science early in primary school lays the
groundwork for a future generation of scientifically literate and innovative individuals
driving Australia's progression into the future.

The task of teachup science to primary school children in Australia presents unique
challenges for educators. Firstly, simplifying complex scientific concepts without
oversimplification requires careful balance. Secondly, limited time and resources may hinder
conducting hads-on experiments that enhance understanding. Thirdly, catering to diverse
learning styles demands creativity and adaptability. Additionally, addressing students'
preconceived notions and misconceptions can be challenging. Despite these obstacles,
passionge teachers play a crucial role in nurturing young minds' curiosity and shaping
future scientists and critical thinkers. Our teaching staff regularly display their passion
during science lessons, working to ensure students have rich, authentic learning
experiences.

Our science teachers at the Launceston Preparatory School understand the importance of all
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understandings of scientific methods, and how they help oulydaves. Mrs Howard

currently teaches sciende the Prep and Year 1 students;urrently teach the year 2 and 3

students, and Mr Barnes teaches our senior students. In any given science lesson, our
students may have their hands covered in dirt, theiegyand ears plugged into a virtual

reality, or their minds working through complex mechanical problems. We aim to prioritise



crosscurricular learning where possible and aim to foster the critical thinking skills that are
so important as the world develops

In summary, the teaching of science in primary schools goes beyond the mere conveyance
of facts; it ignites a sense of wonder and exploration in young minds. By nurturing curiosity,
critical thinking, and problersolving skills, early science educatioqugs students to
become engaged and informed citizens of the world. As Australian schools continue to
prioritize science in its primary school curriculum, they set a strong foundation for future
generations to embrace the challenges and opportunities e everevolving scientific
landscape and wider world
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Billy Green
Classroom teacher

What a wonderful Grandparen@fternoon!

Thank you to all the grandparents (and surrogates) who joined us at school yesterday
afternoon. It was FABULOUS to see so many visitors and the joy that they shared with all our
students. We loved having everyarinvolved in games and dance and learning through
having fun. Théhappiness of our motto was certainly in evidence!
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" Socratic Seminar & Groups 2 and 3

In our novel,The Mummy Tomb HUEt 6S NBIFRY Ga¢KSNBQa GAYS F2N ai
enjoyment. Knowledge is not nearly so important as what you make of it, what conclusion you draw
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w Do you agree with this statement?
w Explain what you think this statement means?
w When are those times foryou?NB 2 G KSNJ LJIS2 L) SQ&d GAYSAa RATFSNBYI
w Is knowledge important? Explain
w How do we attain knowledge and how do you think knowledge was gained in ancient
times?
w Is one way of gaining knowledge any better than anothiexflain
w How doyou best learn and gain knowledge?

Mrs Harriet Thyne
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N¥ Socratic Seminar 3 Prep and Group 1
Cinderellais the oldest fairy tale known. It is believed to have originated in China around/\860.
have been reading and exploring theeanings behind this story. Inhiosophy this week we
discussed some of the following questions:
The stepsisters in the story felt they were more important than Cinderella? Think of a time you
have been made feel less important than someone étsmy did it feel?
Are there different values people put on one another?
Royal people ar&reated differently. How are they made feelore valed? Is this necessary@an
anyone do the job?
What are tle qualities that Cinderella showed thawade her a suitablg@rincess?
What stopped the steisters from being happy for Cinderelleiow can this be felt in our
everyday lives?
Rebecca Howard
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N Socratic Seminar 3 Groups 4, 5and 6

With the theme ofAncient we held our Rilosophy discussion on ancient philosophers such as
SocratesWe discussed:

W What lessons can we learn from ancient philosophers like Socrates and how can we apply
them to solve problems in our own lives?

W Imagine you were Socrates for a day. How woudd approach solving a problem that you
or your friends are facing? What kind of questions would you ask to help find the best
solution?

W Socrates believed in the power of questioning and critical thinking. How can asking
thoughtful questions help you werstand a problem better and make wiser decisions?

W Socrates valued virtues like honesty, courage, and kindness. Think about a challenging

situation where you had to make a tough choice. How could these virtues guide you in
making the right decision?
Mr Alex Payne



Our Week in Prep / One

Cinderellahas been dantastic focus to start Term 81 P/1 English, Drama and Philosophy.
This week we have written and drawn some amazing interpretations of this story as well
as enjoying becoming the characters iDrama. The Prep/Ones are developing their
written and oral Kills in creativity and problemsolving as we explore this ancient fairy
tale.

The Royal Game of Ur
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The Royal Game of Ur is a tplayer strategy race board game that was first played in
Mesopotamia about 5,000 years ago! It is wonderful to enjoy this challenging game that was
popular so long ago.




Grade 2/3 Archaeological Dig

In Humanities and Social Sciences, @®up2/3s have been looking at ways in which we
gather information about the past. We have looked at primangl secondargources of
information as ways to learn about ancient times.

This week, the children had thepportunity to participate in their own archaeological dig.

We learnt that archaeologists are like detectives who look for clues to solve a puzzle.
Archaeologist also have a range of special tools to help them. The children were each given
some clay ad a range of tools. They had to carefully dig through the clay to see if there
were any artefacts that gave us clues about the past. After much careful excauaggn
managed to find a variety of coins, jewellery, old letters, and toys.

The childrenloved this hand®n experience, withone even exclaiming that thisas the

best HASS lesson ever! They were able to experience the thrill of finding something, as well
as having to think deeply about what the artefact was, wiaattual informationwe could

gain from it, as well agredictingwhat theseitems might tell us abouthe peopleand their

lives. Finding ways to verify information is going to be our next challenge.

It was a great experience and has definitely unleashed a great interagthaeology.

A Melissa Freeland



The Kinder children's start of term has been a happy
time . We have welcomed Sebastian into our learning
space and we have enjoyed including him into our
Kinder team. As this is Miss Wise's last week with us, we
have shared a special time together having lots of fun
and dancing in our our classroom. We are settling in
well after the holidays and enjoyed some buddy play
time with Miss England's home group.

 ma———

-~
J

i ‘;*z‘nmni- (mwm

| |
W




Senior Maths

In Senior Maths, students have been learning about and reviewing division strategies. We
started with place value discs, which students could divide into equal groups. This has
helped students withunderstanding the written algorithm. The children are feeling much
more confident about dividing larger numbers by single digit numbers. Some of the Leavers
have started looking into dividing larger numbers by 4ghigit numbers using long division!

It hasbeen great to see the positive mindset to Maths of all students at the start of this

term.

Mel Andrews
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IMPORTANT DATES
17" August Bass Fundraiser dress up and sausage sizzle for RAW
30" August Whole School Photo Catch Up Day
318t August LPS Athletics CarnivéGroups 26)
29" September Term 3 Ends

* Stay tuned for details of the Early Learning to Group 1 Athletics Carnival!




